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Blodlverssty of the
-.Arablan Sea

" The Arabian Sea, the western waterfront of the Indran sub--
continent, has an exclusive economic zone of 850,000 km? and a

~ shelf area (i.e., up to 200 m depth) of 280, 000 km?2. With its high
evaporation and limited precipitation and freshwater 1nﬂux the

aA,:vArablan seais a blologlcal paradise. . L “

""-iSome 624. specres of plants and’ 12 000 specxes of -marme fa a
_ are'found in these waters. Despxte a’ substanual .amount of p:.‘ -
lished mformatlon oni'these specxes, the brod{ 'e; 1ty of the
V-Arablan Sea is still not well known.

" The Arablan Sea has dlverse eco ystems and b10ta We
find estuaries, backwaters, mudflats, mangroves sandy
‘'shores, rocky foreshores corals, submerged banks
_islands, an extensive continental shelf and the. .
_abyssal deep. .
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. Industrial developmem and rls mg huma_n | .
- 'J"p0pulat10ns have an. mcreasmg Vanety -and seventyl'

_ whlch biodiversity and’ sustamable de\relopment depends
B Development can be momtored by 1dent1fymg :

Ecologlcally sensmve areas that should be conserved'

Pollutro :,sources and causatw agents and ways.to. treat
.rdiSpose.bf Ihe'se’fsafe__l'y‘A
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Marine fisheries

Indian marine fisheries
support 1,500 fishing
villages with 1.8 million
fisherfolk, 30,000 mecha-
nized boats and 115,000
boats without engines. The
industry’s annuat turnover is
Rs 63,000 million, and in the
year 1991-92 exports of
marine products were Rs
13,400 million.

The Arabian Sea accounts
for almost 60% of the
annual yield of 2.2 million
tonnes from the seas:
around India. In 1985-1990,
the marine fishery yield
grew by 3.1% a year, as
against a worldwide rate of
1.5%. Internal consumption
accounts for more than one
million tonnes. Around
92,000 tonnes of marine
food products are exported
annually, with shrimps
accounting for 80%. The
foreign exchange earnings
in 1992-93 were Rs 23,000
million.

Besides edible varieties,
nearly 30,000 tonnes of
other species (seaweeds,
shells, ornamentali fish, bait
fish and trash fish, etc.) are
harvested from the Arabian
Sea each year. In the last
ten years, coastal aquacul-
ture production, especially
of shrimps, has been on the
rise. The annual yield is
about 50,000 tonnes.

The present level of eco-
nomic harvesting from the
Arabian Sea'is only 50% of
the potential, although in
certain areas, harvesting of
certain aquatic resources
exceed this.

N

Marine expanse of India (km?)

West coast (Arabian Sea and
Lakshadweep archipelago)

East coast (Bay of Bengal)

Andaman Sea (Andaman and
Nicobar Islands)

Total

Shelf EEZ
(<200 m (< 200 m or 380
depth) km from shore)
282,120 859,992
132,375. 561,388
35,000 566,554
449,495 2,057,934

Pollutants in the coastal zoné

Information kit produced by
WWEF-India, Gou Division and the
International Institute of Rural
Reconstruction.

Pollutant _ Quantity Effects
(per year)
Land runoff 1600 million t vlncrease in sediment i10ad and

Sewage 410 million m?3
(mostly
untreated)
Industrial 50 million m®
effluents

" Domestic 34 million m?
waste
Fertilizer 5 million t
residue
Synthetic 125,000t
detergent )
residue X
Pesticides and 65,000t
insecticides 65,000 t
Petroleum, 3,500t
hydrocarbon
residue

Mining rejects; 2 million t
dredging, sand
extraction

turbidity; reduced penetration of
sunlight; siltation

Organic enrichment; oxygen
depletion; sulphide formation;
mortality of biota

Deterioration of biota and
ecology; sub-lethal and fatal.

Water quality; physical
blanketing and choking of marine
life

Eutrophiqation; red tides; mass
mortality

Eutrophication; food chain
disturbances

an-biodegradable input;
toxicity and mortality

Tainting; physical blanketing;
esthetic degradation

Turbidity, loss of
habitat
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