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Some Important Shipwrecks on Goa Coast

Goa being one of the ancient gateways
of India, played an important role in the
history of maritime activilies from the ear-
liest times. Goa is mentioned in the
Geography of Ptolemy datable to 150 A.D,
Two memorial stones depicting naval battle
scenes in the archaeological museum at
old Goa confirm intense maritime activity
during the Kadamba period (11th Century
A. D). Thegreatest handicap for the Marine
Archaeologist in India is the absence of
written records about sea voyages, ship

‘building and commercial activities for the

period of before 16th century A.D. He hasto
depend on literary and archaeological evi-
dence. The Portuguese navigator Vasco da
Gama's arrival at Kapukad, 12 k. north of
Calicut on the Malabar coast on the 17ih
May 1498 is an epoch making date in East
- West relations. The route to India via Cape
of Good Hope rapidly increased European
maritime activities in the Indian Ocean in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
The Portuguese were successuful against
the Indians but not against the Dutch,
British and French naval power. They had
to fight naval battles in the Indian Ocean.
It is because of these violent actions that
the Indian Ocean is littered today with
hundreds of wrecks. Many more were de-
stroyed in severe storm, Other main causes
of shipwrecks during the 16th - 19th cen-
turies were reckless overloading,” careless
caulking, structural crankiness of a vessel
and shortage of trained seamen.

The paper deals with some significant
ships lost on Goa coast during 16th - 19th
century. The main source of information is
Portuguese Records from Goa State Ar-
chives, Panaji and Marine Records from
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Maharashrira State Archives, Bombay. The
factors that contribuied to the loss of ships
are analysed in this paper.

Portuguese conquest of Goa

Francisco de Almeida ihe first Pértu-
guese Viceroy to India was succeeded by
Afonso de Albuquerque (1509-1515), the
ablest of the Portuguese conquerors sent
out to the East. He conquered not only Goa
but also Malacca in 1511 and 0= s
1515. In 1510 he captured Goa {or its
strategic position and commmercial impor-
tance with the help from Thimoja who was
regarded by the Portuguese as a pirate, but
who was actually commander ‘of the
Vijayanagara flcet on the West coast of
India. He met Albuquerque at the port of
Mirjan in North Kanara. Albuquerque’s fleet
of 23 shipswith 1200 men eniered the River
Mandovi on March 1. 1510, and launched
a successuful altack on the fortress of
Panaji. The defenders fled and the victors
plundered the fortress of ils arms, elc. In
the meantime, Thimoja successfully at-
tacked the defences on the northern bank
of the river.

Dutch attack over Portuguese

Mohammed Adil Shahi of Bijapur, who
had his own grieviences against the Portu-
guese, entered into an alliance with the
Dutch against them in 1637. It was agreed
the Adil Shahi forces should attack Goa by
land while the Dutch would blockade the

Goa bar in September 1637. Goa and its.

neighbouring lands were to belong to the
Adil Shahi if successlul, and Duich were to

el

get a place and many privileges in the-

Kingdom of Bijapur.
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The Dutch blockade of the Goa bar was
~ in fact frequent and elfective during the
years 1636 - 1641. In 1639, they burnt
§ three Porlugese war shipsatthe Mormugao
+}1 Harbour. Those were the best warships the
Porluguese had. Indeed in the 1630’s their
losses were heavy. It is eslimated that
“during 1629 - 1635 they lost 1499 men and
155 ships in their confrontation with the

Duich in the East.

Si.ipwrecks from Portuguese Records

According o archival sources a major-
ity of shipwrecks occurred in the shallow
walers mainly due lo severe storms, hidden
rocky reels and sand bars. It is said that
twelve Porluguese ships which were o go
to Calcutla from Goa sank owing to a severe
storm near Aguada in 1648. And seven
Fesnel e ruegsels were also lost in Nerul river
due to cyclonic wind on 24th April 1648,
the loss being estimated at one million
xerolins. (Bothelho de Sousa.)

In 1651 A. D, five Portuguese sailing
ships namely S(. Helena, S. Joan,
Evangelista, St. Francisco, and St. Thome
set sail from Portugal to Goa. Only two
ships reached Goa Coast and they were
also wrecked on 10Lh March 1651, due to
storm. (Comandante Anionio Marques
Esparteiro, 1974) Another vessel S.
Cristovamwrecked in stormwhen she came
back to Goa on 17th August 1594. The nau
Santo Andre under the command of Brito
de Melo, which lell Lisbon on 17th Febru-
ary 1607 reached Goa in May 1608 and was
lost in bank of Goa (Portuguse Archival
Records). During storm two Portuguese
vessels namely Nossa Sra Dos and remedios
sunk on the bank of Goa on 28th January
1616. The people were saved from the wreck.
However the Captain lost everything that
was aboard the ship. (Anees da Marinha
Portuguese, Part 1), .

The tragic story of a British vessel “Brig
Champion"”

Brig Champion, an EastIndia Company

vessel which was supposed to go to Karachi
from Bombay, left Bombay on 30th August
1862. Two days after she left the port, the
captain (Newman) fell severely ill. Subse-
quently Alexander Fraser, who was the
second officer of the Brig Champion was
made the first officer to continue the voy-
age. On 7th SeptemberinLat. 10.43'N. and
Long.69.22’E. due o severe wind and rough
sea the.crew refused to work at the pump
unless the course of the vessel was changed
in order to relurn to Bombay. The Captain
being very ill, the first officer ordered imme-
diately to change the course of vessel,
directing her to land in whatever counfry
shemight arrive. The vesselreached Aguada
(Goa) on 13th September 1662 and imme-
diately sent Captain Newman onshore to
Hospital where the physicians pronouced
his disease incurable. On the 15th Septem-
ber, same day evening the vessel Brig
Champion lelt Port of Nova Goa (Panjim)
and while crossing the Aguada sand bar the
vessel refused to obey the rudder and was
entirely at the mercy of the wind. All cfforts
of taking her by any course whatever hav-
ing proved fulile, the pilol ordered to anchor
the vessel which was al once done, the
vessel al the same time touching the bot-
tom. The first officer slipped about 8 to 9
fathoms of cable. In the meantime the Pilot
lost courage and commenced and praying.
without caring for the safetly of the vessel,
all his attention and energy being appar-
ently direcied to lay hold of the ropes of the
main mast and supplicating mercy and
calling upon the names of all the saints to
save him. Viewing the poor old man in this
distressed state and having in the mean-
time little better weather the first officer
atlempied to get up anchor in order {o
extricate the vessel from the position in
which she was, bul all in vain {or the vessel
continued with redoubled strength to strike
on the bar. At 1 A. M. while the side ol the
vessel was giving way all on board jumped
overboard. The crew and passengers [inally
succeeded by a small boal to reach the
shore with the exception of losing only an
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individual. On 16th Septermber Alexander
Fraser could see nothing of the wrecked
Brig Champion except broken timber and
planks floating towards the shore. (Marine
Records, Vol. 1862). ‘

Resulis

Under the direction of Dr. S. R. Rao the
Marine Archaeology Centre of the National
Institute of Ocenography, Goa has explored
twao shipwreck sites one each at Grandy
Island and Amee Shoal in Goa waters. The
Grandy Island wreck was explored in
November 1987. 1t is a steel hulled cargo
vessel with cabin, hatch, bridge and
accommodation. It is a more than 32 m.
long vessel, it might have sunk in a severe
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APPROX!MATE POSITIONS OF WRECKS IN GOA WATERS
BASED ON NAVAL HYDROGRAPHIC CHART
AND MARINE RECORDS IN GOA STATE ARCHIVES
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