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A NOTE ON THE SUCCESSIVE EGG-LAYING WITHOUT MATING OF
SOME INDIAN CRABS

InsrANcEs in crabs where egg-laying occurs
more than once without repeated copulation
have been recorded by a few authors, Hartnoll
(1985)1 observed Hyas coarctatus and Inachus
dorsettensis af laying two sets of eggs and
Mierophrys bicornutus laying upto four sets of
eggs without a male being present. He also
mentioned that in Pisa tetraodon eight ovula-
tions were recorded after one mating,

different species were collected and reared in
separate lsboratory tanks. On many occasiond
it was noticed that femsle crabs of some of
these species after relesse of the first batch of
eggs, became ovigerous either on the same dey,
as in Philyra corallicola Alcock, or after a 1ew
days,
: Actual in :ances together with dates of ob-
servations are given in Table I,

Tama I
Name Dats of eonm Dlu of relesne Dats of Date of
o of first observation of observation of
apedies ovtgco\n {emalas, observed  second obssved thlsd obeerved Kemarks
of and batch of batch of batch of
crabs condition of eggs oggs oggs eges
Philyra 17-8-1087 eggs dark 20-8-1067 20-3-1087 1-9-1087 3 batches of egys could be
corallicolo in colour showing 14:10 hrs, 1736 L, oteerved. QOn 8-9-1887 the
full development eggs were shed In pre-matur
o ot 1d be
Pimnotheres 28-8-1087 dark 30-8-1067 2-0-1987 . 2 batches of eggs cou
. . in wl“:fxl fally obssrved, On 4-9~ 1867 the
: developed eggs wereshed kn pre-mator
: ed conditioa
Doclea 18-0-1008 eggs . 24-B-1903 30-9-1088 . 2 hatches of egms could be
graciliges orangec-red in - observed. On 24-0-1968 the
ctlour; developing female shed epge im Dre
eggs matared condition snd deve-
loped @ fresh batch on
Ary 10-19: 1 gg’:r:ag?! id be
Scrseophrys 17-10-1968 egge  22-10-1P08 2-)}~5958 . 2 eggs coy
aspera orapnge-red isn : cheerved, The female ahed
culoar; developing premstured ¢ggs on
eggs 22-10-1068 and became
ovigerous cn 2-11-1968 _
Pilnmmus 20-11-1968 eggs  2B-11-1088  97-11-19M « 2 hatches of eggs could be
wespertilio dark in colour; obeerved, Femsle shed the

slmost developed

egge on 28-11-1968 in pre-
matured corgition

Although studies on the larvel development
of crabs have been carried out Ly several
authora in India, the succeasive egg-laying with=
out intermediate copulation does not appear to
have been reported so far except by Sllas ari
Alagaraswami (19887)2 who menticaed, in their
resume of the work done on Pinnotheres sp,
that female crabs became ovigerous in labora-
tory tanks in the absence of a male,

During the course of studies on larval
hatching in the laboratory in Bombay and at
Ratnagiri, several ovigerousz female crabs of
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